
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2019!

 

                                                                  June 11, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

There were all kinds of emotions flying among our 38 graduates on Friday as they 
spent their last day at SVMS. They had a very busy week with a final bow and 
signing of a multitude of yearbooks. They attended a retreat on Thursday made 
very poignant by the presentations of members of the parish youth ministry 
program- most of them being former graduates of SVMS. It was very touching to 
observe how they have matured into fine young women and men who credit their 
spirituality for keeping them on the right track. Miss Gisoldi prepared this group 
and their presentations whetted the spiritual appetites of the graduates for youth 
ministry. It was good for the graduates to see the bonds that grow and develop 
beyond graduation from SVMS. The Baccalaureate Mass on Friday morning was 
very moving with 7th grade singing a song of farewell to the 8th grade and Isabella 
Cerciello wishing them well on behalf of the school.  Fluffy the Dragon – the 8th 
grade mascot – was ceremoniously passed on and is in good hands with the Class of 
2020. So, with diploma in hand all 38 students left us filled with memories of a 
great ceremony with Fr. George roasting them in his traditional future-looking 
graduation speech. We presented a certificate of gratitude to many families who 



graduated their youngest or only child.  Special kudos to the Mc Hale Family who 
have spent 25 years at SVMS. They were followed by the Gannon Family with 21, 
the Lomardi Family with 18 and the O’Reilly Family with 17 years. What a 
commitment to Catholic education and to SVMS! And to all of the other families 
whose last day at SVMS was Friday, we pray that God will guard you on your way. 

A special Legacy Certificate was presented to the Mc Kenna Family whose presence 
at SVMS began generatons ago -99 years to be exact! Steve Mc Kenna, faher of 
2019 graduates, Nate and Nick,  is celebrateing his 45th year of graduation form 
SVMS.  His mom, Connie graduated in 1947. She accepted the award on behalf of 
the family. What a great legacy the Mc Kenna Family has gifted to SVMS. Wow! 

Special thanks to Mrs. Capote and Mrs. Flanagan for all of the planning and effort 
that went into coordinating the Mass and the Graduation Ceremony. This was no 
easy feat and I commend them for a job very well done. They were ably assisted by 
Jan Figenshu, our parish’s pastoral associate who did the booklets for the Mass. 
Gratitude is also due to Miss Gisoldi for helping to fine tune many of the details 
that contributed to the success of the day. And to Fr. George for knowing the 
children so well. He provided  the highlight of the night with his very touching and 
amazing speech. 

The graduation committee did Trojan work behind the scenes for the last few 
years and made sure that there was no stone left unturned. Your tremendous 
efforts radiated through the fun on the class trip and the big smiles at graduation. 
You are the best-  Alison Carrascosa, Alison Foer, Doreen Michelotti, Colleen 
O’Reilly and Suzanne Voorhees.  Rest easy because you have completed a 
monumental task that was out of this world. I appreciate all that you did to flavor 
the 8th grade year with so many wonderful events and details. The slide show was 
superb and the decorations very clever and warmed the hearts of many! Many 
photos were taken throughout the year and I thank all of the photographers –with 
those aforementioned- who corralled the group many times for class photos  that 
are amazing. And on the night Lori Buounaiuto, Weng Simon and Hui Boon Wan 
captured the magic of the moments while Karyn Collins spread the good news 
through photograph and word online.  This aspect has brought many visitors to our 
school and I thank all of you who have shared our news throughout the year. And to 
the 7th grade parents and children who hosted the party….you were superb! 
Heartfelt thanks to all of you for all of your hard work. I am very grateful.  



Our Kindergarteners went to Castle Park on Wednesday to play and enjoy being 
together. This is always a day to remember for them. I thank Mary Magnier for 
providing them with wonderful class t-shirts which they will wear on Wednesday, 
their last day with us. They will don their mortar boards and graduate on Thursday 
morning and there is much to do in preparation for that great event in their lives. 
They are a wonderful spirited group of children with whom I have enjoyed 
interacting. They tell great stories! Thank you to Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Strong for 
giving them a wonderful Kindergarten year! 

We say goodbye to our very little ones on Wednesday. The children in PreK3 and 
PreK4 will go on their merry way. It was amazing to see the growth in them 
throughout the year. They learned so much and soaked information in a delightful 
way. I was always guaranteed a smile and a laugh when I found myself amongst 
them. I called them my free therapy! I thank Mrs. Bosslett, Mrs. Rojack, Mrs. 
Lauletti, Mrs. Sheehy and their aides, Mrs. Loprete -Morales, Mrs. Noto, Mrs. 
Finelli, Mrs. Mikula and Mrs. Mascolo for guiding and teaching and loving God’s little 
children and preparing them for the next step in their educational lives. One of the 
most beautiful aspects of our school is to observe our very youngest students learn 
to be reverent and build a relationship with a forever friend in Jesus and interact 
so wonderfully with the older students. 

On Wednesday morning, at our weekly Mass our new HSA Board will be installed. I 
thank Marianne Klein and Nicole Van Slyck for volunteering to take on the roles of 
Co-Presidents. I am aware of the multitudinous tasks that this will entail and this 
makes my gratitude all the more magnanimous. Again, I thank Jen Blunda and 
Chrissy Farkas for the superb job that they did this past year. Our school is all 
the better because of you. 

 Can you imagine that in the midst of all of the activity there will be exams taken 
by our 3rd through 7th graders!  The children are very resilient and I am sure that 
they will pass with flying colors. The taking of exams is a wonderful discipline and 
helps the students develop academic strength and stamina. A great life lesson that 
we teach our children is to keep strong until the very end. Summer fever has been 
in the air for a couple of weeks now and while the children are ready to fly the 
teachers want to keep them rooted to make sure that the curriculum is covered 
for the year. 

On Thursday the staff will attend a Retirement Party to honor our five retirees. 
We have never had this many leave at the same time so it is a very sad time for us. 



Mrs. Strong has been the Kindergarten teacher at SVMS for many years and she 
has left her mark with the little ones. She has provided hundreds of children with 
an education that has enabled them to be very successful as they moved on from 
her. Her presence will be greatly missed especially in the PreK-K hallway. Mrs. 
Schramm retired from teaching 2nd grade a few years ago and she took on the role 
of Special Education Teacher. She had a special knack for reaching children who 
struggled greatly and instilled great confidence in them. Nurse Ruane will be 
moving down the shore and her office in the lobby will never be the same. She not 
only tended to the healing of cuts and bruises and pains and aches but to every 
kind of woe that a child had. Her office was a magnet for many children and she 
healed bodies and minds and hearts and souls. We are grateful! Mrs. Corea is 
retiring from her position as 1st through 5th Spanish teacher. Her lessons were 
always entertaining and animated and she laid a strong foundation in Spanish and 
instilled in the children a love for the language. On the administrative side she 
contributed greatly to the production of wonderfully succinct reports – a skill that 
will be greatly missed.  Mr. Bertos is retiring from his position as gym teacher, one 
that he held with great pride and tremendous expertise. His big positive attitude 
raised our spirits every day and his lessons inspired the children to take good care 
of their physical needs. We will miss his golden oldies music too! Each of these 
staff members was a critical piece in our SVMS puzzle and became part of the 
fiber of our being. They plied their trade exceptionally well and we were honored 
by each one with their own unique gifts. We wish them well in their future 
endeavors and pray that life will be kind to each of them. Also moving on- but not 
retiring- is Mrs. Abernethy and Mrs. Keyes. We ask the Lord to bless them and 
lead them to a place of peace and fulfillment in their new ministries. 

There will be changes in our parish staff  also. Fr. Darwin has moved on and Fr. 
Jader has come to tend to the Hispanic population. Fr. Przemyslaw  will be leaving 
us on Wednesday and Fr. Chris will be coming in his place. We also have a new 
seminarian, Carlos.  I know that we will welcome all of the newcomers with open 
arms and hearts. 

A survey was sent out last Saturday through Cognito Forms. I want to thank the 
almost 100 respondees. Please know that we will review all of the responses over 
the summer and tend to those that can reasonably be addressed in the very near 
future. 

And, we are truly winding down and we are at the last bend of the year. I want to 
thank each and every one of you for being with us during this school year. Thank 



you for the gift of your children who filled this building with much joy and kept us 
all on our toes. To those who will be leaving us I wish you many blessings as you go 
on your way. To those who are staying, please savor the moments of the summer 
and return to us hale and hearty and thank you for continuing to choose SVMS as 
the place to educate your child. 

I want to thank all of the teachers and staff also for all that they have 
contributed to keeping SVMS healthy and happy. I value each one’s support. I 
appreciate your intelligence, work ethic, your creativity and your willingness to 
always go the extra mile. It has paid off in another successful year. Rest up and 
recharge the batteries! 

Special recognition to Colleen O’Reilly and Karyn Collins for keeping us up to date 
and posting everything that came their way. Our website has been updated and we 
are very present on social media. This has really opened up a whole new doorway 
into our school and it has really brought many visitors our way that have translated 
into students. May you be blessed in abundance. 

So as this week begins we plan to continue doing our best and plan to celebrate 
these last moments with your children. The weather is cooperating so enjoy lots of 
time outside. 

                                                                                              Blessings, 

                                                                                              Sr. Noreen


